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Called Meeting
Thursday, January 22, 2026
via Zoom at 7:00 P.M.


MVP Moderator Ruling Elder Lisa Rumbaugh welcomed everyone via Zoom and General Presbyter, Rev. Matthew Skolnik opened the called business meeting of Muskingum Valley Presbytery with prayer at 7:00 P.M. Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim, acknowledged that a quorum was present. Rev. Skolnik left the meeting.
The main purpose of the called meeting of Muskingum Valley Presbytery was for the following motion, which was read by Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim. [Appendix 01.22.2026.1]
[bookmark: _Hlk151466911]
Motion 1:
Authorize Rev. Matthew J. Skolnik to minister out-of-bounds in a validated ministry through a time-limited interim partnership with the Presbytery of the Western Reserve, with continued priority given to responsibilities within Muskingum Valley Presbytery. 

Council and Administration will continue to provide oversight through regular and established quarterly review processes, including goals, and may recommend adjustments as appropriate. The part-time interim position is bounded, reviewable, and does not alter the General Presbyter’s primary call to Muskingum Valley Presbytery.
Lisa Rumbaugh opened the motion for discussion after it was made and seconded.  
There was much discussion and in the end, a motion was made to table the original motion until another meeting could be scheduled.

Rev. Deborah Bowsher made the motion which was seconded by Rev. Derek Wadlington.
Motion:  Motion was made to table the initial motion so that MVP Council, Administration and Personnel Committees could talk to Personnel Committee with Presbytery of the Western Reserve so that they would be able to communicate to the whole Muskingum Valley Presbytery membership. Approved
It was decided to have any additional questions emailed to Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim for future discussion.
Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim, read an additional motion unrelated to the focus of the called meeting.  This was for a nomination for the Administrative Commission to serve Congress Community Church.
MOTION:  Motion was made to elect Tom Roepke, CRE to the Administrative Commission who is serving to dismiss Congress Community Church from the P.C. (USA). The commission needed a replacement after a member could not continue.  In addition to Tom Roepke, the A/C consists of: Alex Barnes, TE; Mary Jane Knapp, TE; Chris Stewart, TE; and John Ralson, RE. APPROVED
It was asked that Rev. Skolnik be asked to come back on to the meeting which he did. He was given the outcome of the meeting.
Rev. Chip Hardwick, Executive for the Synod of the Covenant, offered the closing prayer. 
Lisa Rumbaugh asked for a motion to adjourn, and the meeting closed at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim

Upcoming MVP Called Meeting 
Monday, February 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Ashland, Workshop will be available from 9:00 am to noon with Rev. Dr. Linda Leon on “Sharing Our Faith”.
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