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Called Meeting
Monday, February 2, 2026
via Zoom at 7:00 P.M.


MVP Moderator Ruling Elder Lisa Rumbaugh welcomed everyone to the Called MVP Meeting via Zoom and opened with prayer at 7:02 p.m. Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim, acknowledged that a quorum was present. 
The main purpose of the called meeting of Muskingum Valley Presbytery was to revisit the  following tabled motion from the Called Meeting on January 22, 2026. 
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Motion 1:
Authorize Rev. Matthew J. Skolnik to minister out-of-bounds in a validated ministry through a time-limited interim partnership with the Presbytery of the Western Reserve, with continued priority given to responsibilities within Muskingum Valley Presbytery. 
Council and Administration will continue to provide oversight through regular and established quarterly review processes, including goals, and may recommend adjustments as appropriate. The part-time interim position is bounded, reviewable, and does not alter the General Presbyter’s primary call to Muskingum Valley Presbytery.

Moderator, Lisa Rumbaugh called on Rev. Matt Skolnik, GP to go over the purposes of him working outside the borders of Muskingum Valley Presbytery. He presented a number of slides entitled: The Purpose of the Experiment; What This Is (and is not); Oversight and Authority with MVP Council; Why Now; Sustainability; Measuring Fruit; and Shared Benefits. Each slide had several points underneath.
Matt was asked about taking Sabbath and when does he do that. He stated that he generally takes Friday off but will respond to a pastoral concern call or email if it happens on Friday. He then left the meeting.
Lisa then reshared the motion stated above. Before any discussion on the motion was to take place, she brought a motion from Rev. David Rice as follows for rules of debate for the meeting.
Motion:  Motion was made that each speaker will not exceed two minutes and speakers will alternate for and against each motion and debate concludes when one side has no further speakers or all who wish to speak have been heard, whichever comes first. Motion was seconded and approved by a majority present.
The debate was intended to address the motions before the assembly, recognizing that the Presbytery already provided multiple opportunities for extended information-sharing and discussion earlier in the week.
The original tabled motion was restated  and seconded and then opened up for debate with both several speakers for the motion and several speaking against the motion to allow Rev. Matthew Skolnik to minister outside the bounds of Muskingum Valley Presbytery. Some of the concerns were that Matt would be spreading himself too thin, he is missing events held in MVP now, communication needs to be better, although effort was made in the past week. Those who spoke in favor thought it could be beneficial and we should be open to at least trying it and if it does not work out, MVP Council can pull back on allowing the out-of-bound work to continue.
Rev. Deborah Bowsher called the question. The vote was taken. The majority present who were able to vote voted in favor of the motion with nine votes against. 
Lisa then read the second motion regarding Terms of Call:
Motion: To maintain the current effective salary of the General Presbyter, and to temporarily reduce the cost of health care, professional expenses, and continuing education, totaling a $20,433.68 savings annually (as seen in the Terms of Call). The new Terms of Call are dated to the end of the fiscal year (5 months), but the numbers are considered to be annualized for ease of comparison.
Council and Administration will continue to provide oversight through regular and established quarterly review processes, including goals, and may recommend adjustments as appropriate. The part-time interim position is bounded, reviewable, and does not alter the General Presbyter’s primary call to Muskingum Valley Presbytery.
The motion was seconded. Discussion was held in the same manner as was done for the first motion previously passed. There was again discussion for and against the motion. CRE Richard Hastings called the question. The motion proceeded to a vote with 20 in favor of the Terms of Call with a number of abstentions and 4 against votes.

Lisa Rumbaugh asked for a motion to adjourn, which was made and seconded, and the meeting closed with prayer given by Lisa at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim

Upcoming MVP Stated Meeting 

Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Ashland, Workshop will be available from 9:00 am to noon with Rev. Dr. Linda Leon on “Sharing Our Faith”.
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