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Stated  Meeting
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
In Person at 6:00 P.M.
First Presbyterian Church, Uhrichsville, Ohio

General Presbytery, Rev. Matt Skolnik opened up with some announcements at 6:00 p.m. He reviewed the workshop held earlier in the afternoon with Rev. Dr. Linda Leon on Prayer. He also mentioned about the upcoming retreat scheduled for the first week of February for pastors/elders. Details for the retreat are on the MVP website.
Rev. Deborah Bowsher, Moderator, and Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Uhrichsville welcomed everyone and invited them to partake in the refreshments of cookies and coffee in the back room.
Worship Service
Worship began with the prelude at 6:02 p.m. Rev. Christy Mitchell opened worship with prayer and the Call to Worship was led by Rev. Joe Svancara. The opening hymn was sung. RE Joyce Greek offered the Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon was led by RE Tom Rumbaugh. The Shalom of Christ was observed next. RE Jim Arganbright offered the Prayer of Illumination. The scripture reading was presented in a dramatic style from Luke 1:26-56 which included Rev. Jeff Bergeson, Rev. Derek Wadlington, CRE Jill Warner, and CRE Tara Mitchell. 
Rev. Matt Skolnik delivered the meditation on “Theology Together, Grace Proclaimed.” Those present put their favorite Bible verse on a piece of paper and threw it in the sanctuary aisle as a snowball, then another with a Bible verse that they wished people would follow more. There were two teams of six persons each who were in opposite aisles throwing the paper snowballs at each other for a minute. Matt talked about Theology vs. Politics and how our country’s division is probably the worst since the Civil War. He compared Mary and Elizabeth’s reactions to becoming mothers. He talked about Snowball Theology vs. Hot Chocolate Theology and how there are a plethora of ideas in the Bible that are in contention of one another.
Another hymn was sung. The Lord’s Supper was officiated by Rev. Deborah Bowsher and Rev. Eniko Ferenczy. The closing hymn was sung. Inquirer Ro Robinson gave the benediction.
There was a brief social break for refreshments and conversation. 
Business Meeting
Moderator, Rev. Deborah Bowsher opened the business meeting at 7:21 P.M. 
Rev. Matt Skolnik led the opening prayer. He then celebrated Faithful Leaders of the Presbytery who were completing terms of service. The following were recognized:
· Alison Blondheim RE, Stated Clerk
· Deb Bowsher TE, Moderator
· Joan Brode RE, Nominating Chair
· Joyce Greek RE, Committee on Ministry
· Mike Mast RE, Treasurer
· Bob Meyer TE, Council Member
· Edith Ophardt RE, Chair CRE Program
· Mark Unrue TE, COM Chair
· Frank Walburg RE, Synod Commissioner

Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim stated that a quorum was present. Rev. Bowsher asked for a motion to approve the docket. She then opened with a prayer.
MOTION made to approve the docket as printed on the MVP website. APPROVED
Moderator Rev. Bowsher called everyone’s attention to the Omnibus Motion which was listed on the Docket. She asked if anyone had any questions or discussion on any of the items or needed anything voted on separately. No one had any questions.
Omnibus Motion included the following items:
· APPROVE: Stated Meeting Minutes held on September 13, 2025
· APPROVE: Elder Extension for First Presbyterian Church of Loudonville, letter (appendix 12.09.2025-1)
· APPROVE: Claire Goins of Brighton, RE,  Presbyterian Church to lead communion at Brighton PC upon completion of Elder Communion Training.
· APPROVE: The transfer of Elder Communion Certificate for James Arganbright, RE, from Coshocton Presbyterian Church to First Presbyterian Church of Millersburg.
· APPROVE: The dissolution of the Pastoral Relationship between Eniko Ferenczy, TE, and Westminster Presbyterian Church of Wooster effective December 25, 2025; and to categorize her future ministry as Minister of the Scots Kirk Lausanne and  Church of Scotland in Geneva Switzerland as a validated ministry.
· APPROVE: Elder Term Extension, First Presbyterian Church of New Philadelphia (appendix 12.09.2025-2)
· ELECT: The following persons to serve on the Administrative Commission with original jurisdiction for review and process of the written request (appendix 12.09.2025-3) of Congress Community Church from MVP and the PC(USA): Alex Barnes, TE; Mary Jane Knapp, TE; Chris Stewart, TE; Kathleen Adams, RE; John Ralston, RE.
· RECEIVE: Terms of Call Report
· RECEIVE: Attendance Report from the Stated Meeting held on September 13, 2025

MOTION: Motion was made to approve the Omnibus motion and was passed unanimously. APPROVED.
See Stated Clerk Alison Blondheim: (appendix 12.09.2025-3)

COM Report 
· Examination for Commissioning as a CRE for Seville Presbyterian Church of RE Don McDonald. (Statement of Faith) (Appendix 12.09.2025-4)
Moderator Deb Bowsher asked Don McDonald to come up and read his Statement of Faith. After the reading, several questions were asked of Don. He answered each one faithfully.
Don was taken out before the vote. 
Discussion was held with Rev. Bob Meyer who served as Don’s mentor in the CRE program who spoke about Don’s commitment to the program and his internship at Seville Presbyterian Church.
Motion to call the question.
MOTION was made to approve the commissioning of Don McDonald as CRE for Seville Presbyterian Church– APPROVED
Rev. Bob Meyer prayed for Don.
Rev. Deb Bowsher shared about the farewell for Rev. Eniko Ferenczy as this would be her last meeting with us before she leaves to serve churches with the Church of Scotland in Switzerland. Eniko shared a few words and was appreciative of her five and a half years serving within Muskingum Valley Presbytery as Pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wooster.
CPM Report – Rev. Justin Hylden
Rev. Hylden spoke regarding Inquirer Ro Robinson to be received into care under Muskingum Valley Presbytery from the Presbytery of Boston.
MOTION was made to approve receiving Ro Robinson under care with the Muskingum Valley Presbytery from the Presbytery of Boston. – APPROVED.
Ro will be transferred as an Inquirer from Fourth Presbyterian Church of Boston to Muskingum Valley Presbytery with serving at the First Presbyterian Church of Minerva.
Rev. Hylden prayed for Ro Robinson.

Financial Report – Mike Mast, Treasurer
Mike Mast reviewed the October 31, 2025,  Financial report (Appendix 12.09.2025-5)
Mike stated that we are in the process of a three-year financial review of the Presbytery’s finances. We are about $13,000 behind in income with our current budget.
MOTION made to approve the Financial Report for October 31, 2025. APPROVED
Nominating Report – Joan Brode
· Lisa Rumbaugh – Moderator for 2026-RE
· Rev. Michael Wallace – Moderator Elect and G.A. Commissioner for 2026 - TE
· Rev. Mark Unrue – Council TE (3-year term)
· Karol Niehaus – Council RE (3-year term)
· Jim Arganbright RE Council (3-year term)
· Beth Pansino – G.A. Commissioner for 2026– RE
· CRE Team – Mark Nutter and Tara Mitchell
· Bee Wang , G.A.- TSAD applicant
MOTION was made to approve all of the nominees listed above for their respective offices and terms for 2026  APPROVED
Installation of Moderator for 2026:

Moderator Rev. Deborah Bowsher installed RE Lisa Rumbaugh as Moderator of Muskingum Valley Presbytery for 2026.

Motion was made to adjourn the Stated Meeting and was led in closing prayer by Rev. Deborah Bowsher, Moderator at 8:20 P.M.

Presbytery Meeting Calendar for 2026
Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 9:00 A.M. – First Presbyterian Church of Ashland
Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. – Central Presbyterian Church of Massillon
Saturday, September 19, 2026, at 9:00 A.M. – First Presbyterian Church of New Philadelphia
Tuesday, December 8, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. – Location TBD

Respectfully submitted by:

Stated Clerk, Alison Blondheim
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